he Neck&\;\%

of the Rottwelle

By Steve Wolfson

The neck is an important aspect in the mechanismfor gait and Rottweiler breed type. It play:
quiet but significant role and is often overlooked by many when detailing the Rottweiler. From the ¢

dardNeckd powerful, well muscled, moderately long, slightly arched and without
loose skin.

When deviations occur in the angulation, length or conformation of the neck, the locomotion &
correct breed type of the Rottweiler are compromised.

Function of the Neck
A weight shifting lever

Besides its obvious use in holding the head to the body via the spine, possessing many import
muscle groups and the transmission of nerve impulses to the spinal cord, the neck plays a simple but
found task; the maintenance of forward stability while the Rottweiler is gaiting.

As the dog moves forward, the neck shifts the body weight, adjusting it to maintain stab
ity. The standard requirés & C Kk , mo d e to iastirecbhlayice ahdahax thedhighest effi-
ciency is achieved during gaiting.

Despite the length and placement of the neck specified in the standard, in many exhibits we ¢
observe incorrect deviations such as:

A. Varying lengths of neck, from short to long.
B. High to low angulation of the neck corresponding to the spine and shoulders.

A. Balance Point

I n the correctly constructed Rottweiler, t

Changes in neck length adjust the balandgégdjrar(center of gravity for the dog,aahighbottom
of next page)
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Shows correct balance point with moderate
length of neck correctly set on shoulders.
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consequently influences the reach and stride of the Rdtevedek i shorid.24, the balance

point shifts back towards the rear, causing the dog to lower its head to attain lift and reach. This us
higher expenditure of energy and causes fatigue. The opposite is a long neck. When a Rottweiler
sesses a long neck, the balance point moveqFagwzBgicreating high lift and a loss in the effi-

ciency of reach in the front legs.

Long Neck
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70 degree

Fig. 3 Too high

30 degree

Fig. 4 Too low

B. Angulation of the Neck

The neck is correctly positioriéd.iRat an approximatedégree angle to the spine
or 9Gdegree angle to the shoulder. Too high in neck Egrridgand the Rottweiler looses reach
and efficiency. Too low in neck cafigge),(the Rottweiler also looses reach/efficiency and may
cause it to shuffle. Add to these incorrect neck sets are all angles that fall between. An additional ano
is caNkeHoa RBre, the neck contains a slight

Neck Morphology

The standard specifiesaaegko we r f ul , wel | mThs mdrghalogicals | i g h
aspect of the neck is an integral part of Rottweiler breed type in both dogs and bitches. In the Rottw
dog, the correct neck should be slightly arched, and proportionate to the head and shoulders. It sh
impress and exude power and strength in its musculature and circumference. Consequently, pow:
muscular shoulders m#itch a powerful masculine head and muscular neck on the Rottweiler dog.

Although the Rottweiler bitch is distinctly feminine, there should be no loss of power or musct
ture in the neck because she is female. From thedstBridardgren dissnctly feminine, but with-
out weakness of s Therefdrea a powerfub meck srd haad, accompadied by
powerful shoulders should be observable on the bitch as well. Frail, weak, soft in appearance or o\
muscular shoulders like the Pit Bull are not correct on the Rottweiler dog or bitch.

Occasionally, a strong head can be observed on a neck that lacks good muscling. Contrasti
this is a small head on a powertdiewellbped neck. Disproportionate symmetry occurs in both dogs
and bitches. Examples of correct symmetry areFsgo@t in






Despite the descriptive wording in the standard, some Rottweilers, both dogs and bitches, ¢
occasionally seen possessing underdeveloped necks in circumference and/or muscling. A strong wel
portioned neck when viewed fioin & r d Perspeetiyeesbould appear as wide as the width of the
back skullthick, muscular and powerful with no taperrisgows the correct outline of the neck.

Fig.7 Fig.8
Correct circumference Incorrect circumference

InFig. 8 the neckline has a taper that is not correct or desirable. It softens the powerful muscul
appeal the Rottweiler possesses and makes it
poisedd is not a term that should be used whe

Coat, Skin and Markings

Coat

The coat on the neck should be thick and coarse. An undercoat should be present and obse
able only by folding back the guard hairs of the top coat. The color of the undercoat is grey. The
should always be straight, lying flat to the neck. Any wave in the neck hairs is faulted depending upol
amount present.

Skin

The skin should be tight, fittingttlase t he nec k. AThroatyo | oose
upon the extent of looseness.
Markings

Markings on the neck are clear and well defined. A range in color is observable from mahoge
as the preferred color, to dark tan as the upg

barely visible, as well as straw color markings are serious faults. The amount of the markings on the
should be no more thad3% of the neck surface.



Fig. 9

Above(Fig. 9)is an excellent example of the correct Rottweiler neck in angulation, length,
circumference, arch in neck, coat and markings.

Summary
In conformation and function, the neck of the Rottweiler is often overlooked. However, wher
detail ed examination of the standard is perf

tion become apparent. The elements of the neck, the arch, length, placement on the shoulders are
herited characteristics, which cannot be developed or changed. Careful inspection of this aspect is
portant to any breeding program prior to making argookercesg breeding partners.
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